
"Grace that is Greater"
Genesis 25-32

God's redemptive plan is based on God's sovereign grace and not man's worldly ways (25:19-26)
Isaac, like his father Abraham, had a problem: His wife couldn't naturally have children. God's Word 

tells us that Rebekah was barren, so like Abraham's wife Sarah, it was physically impossible for Rebekah to do 
what God had promised to do through Isaac, which was to multiply Abraham's offspring (Genesis  22:17). Isaac 
had surely learned a lot about the power of God to provide through watching the faith of his father and seeing 
God's faithfulness in Abraham's life. So Isaac did what men of faith do: He prayed. Because God had already 
promised to multiply Abraham's offspring through Isaac, Isaac was praying for God's Will to be done, and 
God's Word says that the Lord heard and answered Isaac's prayer. In a miracle from God, Rebekah conceived 
twins, but now there was another problem. The pregnancy wasn't going well. The children were struggling 
inside of her, and so she cried out to the Lord to ask Him what was going on? God's answer reveals something 
incredible about God's plan: His choice from the beginning was to choose the younger son to rule over the 
older son. God's answer revealed that God's ways are not man's ways. Man's worldly way says that the older 
son will rule the younger, but God's not limited to man's ways. God's answer revealed that God is a God of 
grace because His decision was made before either son was even born! Man's way says that someone has to 
do something in order to earn something of value, but God's grace is not limited to man's ways. From the 
miracle conception to the sovereign choice, God's redemptive plan for His people was based on His sovereign 
grace and not man's worldly ways.
1. What is the significance of the miracle births of Isaac, Esau and Jacob in God's redemptive plan?
2. Read Romans 9:8-16. Take a minute to share any commentary or study Bible notes that the group may 

have related to these verses, and then discuss the following questions.
3. What does verse 11 tell us about God's sovereign grace?
4. What's your initial reaction to verse 13? How do verses 14-16 help to explain the greater purpose?

God's redemptive plan is based on God's sovereignty that can overcome man's sinfulness (26-28:9)
After the birth of Esau and Jacob, God reaffirms His covenant with Abraham through Isaac, and then 

Isaac, in following the familiar example of his father, makes a huge mistake. Rebekah, like Sarah, was an 
attractive woman, and Isaac was afraid that the men in the area where they settled would kill him in order to 
take her away from him. To try to avoid that, Isaac lied like his father Abraham had lied. Isaac told everyone 
that Rebekah was his sister, and the lie worked out about as well as it had worked for Abraham, which wasn't 
good. Isaac wasn't the only one making mistakes. Rebekah knew God's plans for her second born child, and 
as Isaac was getting older and closer to death, perhaps Rebekah was concerned that God's plans might not 
work. Isaac was planning to give Esau his blessing, so Rebekah acted quickly. She and Jacob agreed to a plan 
to deceive Isaac in order to ensure that Isaac's blessing went to Jacob instead of Esau. The lie worked. The 
blessing was given, but the result of their deception was destruction and separation, which is always the result 
of sin. In the midst of all of the sinfulness that was going on, one thing remained: God's plans didn't change 
and weren't being destroyed by the sin of His people. Through all of the craziness of the behavior of Isaac, 
Rebekah, Esau and Jacob, God's sovereign plans were accomplished. This reminds us today of the incredible 
hope of God's redemptive plan! God's sovereignty can overcome our sinfulness! God can work even through 
our mistakes and our sin to accomplish His purposes. God's sovereignty can overcome our sinfulness. That 
was as true in the beginning as it is still true today.



1. When you read through the stories of Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and Jacob in these chapters, what is your 
overall impression of the decisions that they are making? Is it hard to believe that they are really God's 
chosen people to bless the world? Why?

2. When you see the imperfections of God's people in these chapters, how does knowing that God still called 
them and used them encourage you in your faith today?

3. Have you done things in your life that have made you wonder if God could ever really use you for His work 
in this world? Discuss and then answer this question: Can God still overcome our mistakes through His 
sovereignty?

4. Take a minute as a group to pray for people you know that need God's sovereignty to overcome sinfulness 
in their lives. Thank God for His ability to overcome the mistakes that we can't overcome on our own!

God's redemptive plan is based on God giving new life through a personal relationship with Him 
(32:22-32)

Jacob's life isn't perfect, but it is continuing to follow God's perfect plan. His children have been born, 
and he has been called by God to return to his country and to his family. Jacob knows the risk he faces in 
facing Esau again, but Jacob follows God's call. On the way back to his country, Jacob is left alone one night 
after sending all of his people and all of his things ahead of him on the journey towards Esau. In the dark of this 
night, a man came and wrestled with Jacob until daybreak. It was a night of intense struggling. Jacob fought 
hard to keep the man from winning the struggle. It was a close and personal wrestling match, but in the end, 
the man who wrestled with Jacob won. He won not with a power wrestling move but with a simple touch, which 
knocked Jacob's hip out of socket and debilitated him in the fight. At that moment, Jacob knew that this wasn't 
an ordinary man. Jacob knew that something incredible was taking place, so Jacob held on to the man and 
begged for his blessing. The man blessed Jacob in an incredible way by giving Jacob a new identity: Israel! 
From now on, Jacob would be identified by his relationship with God. It was God who had come to him that 
night! It was God who had struggled in a personal way with Jacob that night! It was God who had brought 
Jacob to a point of surrender before Him! It was God who gave Jacob a new life through a personal 
relationship with Him! From the beginning, God's redemptive plan was based on God giving new life through a 
personal relationship with Him.
1. In thinking about God wrestling with Jacob that night, have you ever experienced this? Not literally, but 

have you ever felt like God's wrestled with you in your life? If anyone is willing, share your experience with 
the group. How did you grew to know God more through that experience?

2. Do you know anyone who is wrestling with God in their lives right now? Maybe it's over salvation or some 
issue of obedience; regardless, take a minute to pray for them in your group.

3. God brought Jacob to a point of complete surrender. Allow someone to share about when they remember 
this happening in their lives. Did it change anything in your life?

4. Jacob recognized and accepted God for who He is in a profound and personal way after that night, and 
because of that, Jacob's identity changed. He was now re-identified by his experience and relationship with 
God. How has your life been re-identified by your experience and relationship with Jesus?

5. Close in prayer, thanking God for His grace and love in coming to us, wrestling with us, and re-identifying 
our lives with Him through faith!


